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CENTRAL IWTELLIGENCE AGENCY
BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTTMATES
14 March 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: IMr, Allsn Evana, OIR
Colomel Gerald F. Lillard, G-2
Captain Ray Malpass, ONI
Colonel Edwerd H, Porter, AFOIN
Colonel 5. M. Lansing, JIG

SUBJECT : SE-24 (Fomerl.y SIt-4)s Communist Charges of
US Use of Bilological Warfave

1. The attached draft estimete is forverded for review,

2. It is requested that your representative meot with us
at 10:00 Tuseday, 18 March, in Room 146 South Building, to discuss
this draft estimate, apd to incorporate at that times additionsl '
partlnent contributions uhich you may have,

3. We are in the process of preparing supporting TABS
covering propaganda and technical aspects of the cempalgn, We
will have these ready for the mesling but will not try to
coordinate them at that 4ime, We recommend that the TABS ba
coordinated by the representatives at a subsequent meeting
clenred by the IAC by telephone soncurrences,

25X1A9%9a

o abary /

DOGUMENT NO.
NO CHANGE [N CLASS. [

: [ DECLASSIFIED
- - CLASS, CHANGED TO: TS $(D @
' NEXT REVIEW ODATE:
AUTH: HR 10:2

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79S046:21A8G06R006A02883 57, '

Digtribution wBY




Approved For Relggse 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79$01Q1;IA000600050028-9
SECURITY INFORMATICN 75236-4
CENTRAL INTELLIGENGCE AGENGCY

1 March 1952

SUBJRCT: SE-2i: COMMINIST GHARGES OF US USE OF BIOIOGICAL
WARFARE

THE PROBLEM

To estimate the signifieance of the Commnist psychological
warfare campaign alleging use of biological werfare by the US in
Borea and China.

FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEN

1o  The current large-scule propaganda campaign charging US
forces with bacteriological warfare in Korea and China has been care-
fully coordinated throughout the Commnist Orbit. It has been directed
&t both domestic and foreign audiences. I% began with a charge by the
North Korean Forelgn Mirdster on 23 February, and has since been
heavily emphasized by all Commnist propaganda medﬂa;

2. On 6 March the Peiping People's Daily, an efficial Commnist

organ stated that the US had sent a totalof /h8 planes on germ warfare

TRl
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migaions over Manchuria during the preceding week, and had in

addition bombed and strafed at least one ares in Manchuria.

3. On 8 March statements by Chinese Communist Premier Chon
fn~lai and an editordial in the official Chinese Commnist Farty
organs ‘ |

&: Charged that American use of B weapons was aimed
at "wrecking the armistice talks in Kores s prolong-
ing and expanding the aggressive war in Korea, and
instigating new wars®;

bs Called upon the "peace-loving people of the world®
to "rise up and put an end to the sinful dasigns of
the United States Govermment.»

bo Commnist and Commnist front organizations have protested
to the UN and to the International Red Cross againet U5 use of
bacteriological warfare. To date, howsver, no official represonta-

tions have been made by any Commnist government.,

S. It is significant that the accusatious regarding bacterio-
logleal warfare have been directed almost exclusively against the Us
rather than UN forces generally.

&, The campaign hes been supporied by an oxt.femel;f large bo(tf' :
‘of alleged "evidence.” ¥From a techniesl gtandpoint, however, both
the Commnist deseription of the attacks and this "evidence® are

filled with flaws and inconsistencies.
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7. Haborate local efforts have been taken to alsrt Commniat
militery personnel and civilians to carry ouil countermessores. It
is probabie that many of the Commnist military personnsl in the
combiat area have been convinesd that ths raports of the attack are

authentic,

8. last apring there was evidence of axtensive typhus, cholors,
typhoidyand smallpox in Morth Korea. There is at present no evidence
of a recurrenco, on a similar geals, of these conditions. However,
the sbwence of evidence doas not preciude the poseibiliiy thai Lhcos
wnditions have rocurred. In view of the season and existing pubiie
nealth mnditi..mm in North Rorea, Communist leaders may he axpectiag

0 eariy outbraak of epidemlcs of serious proportions.

%o Althouph Communist forces in Kores are estimated to hawve
e 13&_@51311?3.&}" of condueting small-scale BY attacks, they are 111
preapcrad elther to guard apainst the possibility of such an affcrt
ek Firdng mm thelr own ranks, or to dex“end themsalves against
psgible UN retaliation in kind. if the feviets provided the means,
ndaniet sapabil i't.ies for offensive emploment of BN mipght becone
sabytantial, However, UN vulnerability te Commnist B attacks is
probably far less thap Commnist valnersbility to UN W aﬁtaﬁlmg

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79S01011A000600050028-9



- . Approved For Relgase 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP7QSO19}1A000600050028-9

POSSIBLE PURPOSES OF THE CAMPAIGN

10. A major purpose of the campaign is almost certainly to
gorve internal propagenda needs. In this respect the following
objectives are probably most important:

e. The establishment of an alibi in anticipation of
an early outbresk of epidemics in Commmist China
and Korea with vhich Comenmist authorities might
ba unable to cope;

b, The stimulation of civilisn and military publie °
health and gsenitation efforts in anticipation of
early large-scale epidemioce;

¢, The stimulation of renewed fighting zeal and hatred
of the U8 smong Commmist troops, whose recent
idleress may have resulted in deteriorating dis-
ecipline and morale, and in friction between North
Korean and Chinese Communist persommel.

11. The scale and nature of the campaign are such, however,
as to suggest purposes beyond those of internal propaganda. Such
broader purposes may be limited solely to general foreign wopgganda

airme, or may involve preparations for some early major Commmnist move.
[t 4 E
‘ ~LOBmSRRRae:
! .
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ih.

Cnpmpmpymmpuee.

Among probable forelgn propsgenda purposes ares

&a

b

Co

7o lend weight to the "hate America" campalgn;

To diseredit the US in the eyea of its allles and

the rvest of the world;
To arouse fears that the US is aggravating an
already explosive situation in Korea and in the East-

West struggle.

Awong posgible fomign propaganda purposes ares

Bo

bo

To strengthen the moral position of the Communists
in the event of Communist renews) of large-acale
nilitary operations, possible including the use of
B3

To weaken the moral position of the US in the event
that large-scale hostilities are undertaken in Korea

and the US attempts to expand the Korsan conflict.

The campaign is entirely consistent with and could be in

_ preparation for an early major Commniszt move in the truce negoti-

ations or a renewal of large-scale military action. However, the

current campaign doess not, in itself, provide a basis for determining

whether a major move is lwmminent.
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15, Thers are no firm indications that a Commnist military
offensive is imminent in Korea or e:!nsaéhez’es and there is no firm
| evidence regarding future Communist moves in the Korsan cease-fire

negotiations.,
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SUEJEET@ GE=2ls Q(MZ\ITST CHARGES OF US USE OF BIOLOJICAL
WARFARE

TBE PROBLEM

To estimate the slgnificance of ﬁh@ Communist psychologienl
warfar@ canpaign alleging use of blological warfare by the US im

Koresn and Chings.,

FACTS BEARING ON THR PROBLEM

1o The current large-soale propagands campalgn cherging US
forses with beeteriological warfare in Kowes and China has bheon care-
fully eoordinated thvoughout the Commnist Orbit. Tt has been directed
a2t both domestic and foreign andiences, T3 began with a charge by the
North Korean E‘omign Minister on 23 Pebruary, and has since been

heevily emphasized by all Commnist propaganda media,

éo  Om 6 March the Peiping People’s Dally, an official Commnist
orgen stated that the US had, during the preceding week, sent a total

DOGCUMENT NG.

TERGGY KO CHANGE IN CLASS. [J

[] DECLASSIFIED

Approved ;=or ReleQQg&o‘pog‘l\g‘A‘TA-RDP%%;BF&?:{%%JO;: s () 98

DATE:23%e6 3\ ReviweR:_ (18557



L3

Approved For Relggse ZG“NEHBENi}\LﬂLP7QSO1\()}1A000600050028-9

Ve Ty

of 48 planes on germ warfare missions over Manchuria, and had in
addition bombed and strafed at least one area in Manchuria.

3. On 8 March statements by Chinese Communist Premier Chou
En-lsi and an editorial in the official Chinese Communist Party
organs |

@,  Charged that American use of By weapons was almed
at "wrecking the armistice talks in Korea, prélongu-
ing and expanding ﬁhe aggrea'si.vé war in Korea, and

. instigating new warst

b. Called upon the "peace~loving people of the worldn
o "rise up and put an end to the sinful designs of
the United States Government.n

ho Commnist and Commmist front organizations have protested

- to the UN and to the International Red Cross against US uge of

bacteriological warfare, To date; however, mo official representa~
tions have besn made by any Commmnist goverrment .,

So It 18 significant that the accusations regarding bacterio-
logical warfare have béan directed almost exclusively against the US

. rather than UN forces goenerally.

6. The campaign has been supported by an extremely large body
of alleged "evidence.® From a technlcal standpoint; however, both

the Commnist descriptiof; of th& attacks and thils "evidence® are

filled with flaws and inconsistencies.
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7. E‘here ia evidenece oiﬂ elaborate local efforts tov alert
Communist nilitary porsomnel and eiviliong ﬁa carry cut counter-
meagures. It is probable that many of the Cormunist military per-
samnel in the combat arvea bave been convinced that the reports of
the attack are authentie.

8. Last spring there wes evidence of extensive typhus, choiex;a,
typhold and smalipox in Novth Korea. There is no evidencs of a
TeCUrrenen, OR & similar stale, of these conditions. However, the
abzence of evidence doss not precludo tho poséibility that these
conditions have recurred.and the situation in North Korea is such
that Communist 1ea.dem mey be expeeting sn early outbxfeal;: of epidem-
ies of serious proporitlons. |

9. Although Communist forces in Kores are ostimated to have
the capabllity of conducting small-seale BW attacks, they are ill
prepered elthor to guard against the posslbility of such an effort
tackfiring into thelr own ranks, or to defend thomselves against
possible UN retaliation in kind. If the foviots provided the muins

)mwai‘t:‘i,@nsfg’ Commmlst capabilities for offensive mnplnymen‘t of BYW

/.

night beecme substantisl., Howewer, UN vilnerability to Conmunist
B attacks is probably far less than Commundist vulnerability to
Ul BY attacks,

L 10, There are no fim indications that & Commmist military
offensive is imminent 4n 'I{crea,v or elseuhere, and there is no fimm

-3 - '
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evidence regarding future Commmnist moves in the Korean coase~-fire
negotiations,

POSSIBLE PURPOSES OF THE CAMPAIGN

11. A major pﬁrposa of the campaign is almost certainly teo
serve iuternal pi‘omganda needs. In this respect the following
objectives are probably most important:

'a. The establistment of en alibi in anticipation of
an early outbreak of epidemics in Communist China
and ¥orea with which Cormmist au'bhérities might
be umable to cope; |

b, The stimulation of civilien and military public
| health and sanitation efforts in anticipation of
early large-scale spidemies;

c. The stimulation of renewed fighting zeal and hatred
of the US among Commmnist troops, whose recent
idleness may have resulted in deterforating dls-
cipline and morale, and in frietion between North

Horean and Chinese Cormunist personnel,

12, The ascale and nature of the campaign are such, however,
as to ouggest purposes beyond those of internal propaganda. Such
broader purposes mey be limited solely to general foreign propaganda

aims, or may involve preparations for some early major Communiat move.

m!‘,m
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13. Awong probable foreign propegands purposes are:
a. To lend weight to the "hate America® compaigns
b, To diseredit the US in the oyes of its allies and
the rest of the world; _
e. 7To arouse fears that the US ig aggravating an already
explosive situvation In Koree and in the Eagl-Vest

struggle.

14. Bmong pogsible forelgn propaganda purposes are:

2. To gtrengthen the moral position of the Communists
in the event of Communist renewal of large-ascale
military operations, possibly includirig the use of
BY3 '

b. 7To weaken the moral position of the US in the event‘

| that large~scale hostilities are imdertaken in Korea
and the US attempts to expand the Korean conflict.

15, The campaign is entirely consistent with and could be
in preperation for an early major Commmist move in the truce
negotiations or a renswal of large~scale military action. However,

the eurrent cempalgn does not, im itself, provide a basia for

determining vhether a malj‘q:'ij move 18 minent. QO—&; ba.lance: ﬂ‘ “there |

ars no other indicotions that an early major Commnlst move in the

4 i&t ! truce negotiations or a re 1 of large-scale military action 1s
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE BOARD 13 iarch 1952
Subject: Proposed Addition ~- SE-~2/,

The undersigned members of the task team for SE 24 suggest
that the following be inserted as the first para.granh under
CONCLUSIOI\B-

y_g_g_gz Other than an analysié of Commnist propagands
surrounding the B charges, thei-e is little positive intel-
ligence available on which to Judge the Communist motives
underlying these cha:rges or on whiech to assess the probable

Camunist courses of action which these charges might por-

tend. The ‘amalysis of Commmist propaganda’ in the absence
of other intelligence 1s not a definitive guide to Comm-

nlgt intentions, The following conelusions should be noted
in the context of these limitations.
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